
E NC OUNT ER  –  T HE  P AS T  AN D  FUT UR E  OF  RE MOT E  K IMB ER LE Y  

O n  3  S e p t emb e r  2 0 0 8 ,  S i s t e r  B r i g i d a  N a i l o n  C . S . B . ,  a u t h o r  a n d  e d i t o r  a  r a n g e  o f  

wo r k s  o n  t h e  e n c o un t e r  b e t we e n  C a t h o l i c i s m  an d  A bo r i g i na l  p eo p l e s ,  s p o k e  t o  t he  

K i m b e r l e y  S o c i e t y .  S h e  b e g a n  b y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  cu s t od i a n s  o f  t he  

c o u n t r y  a n d  p a y i n g  h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  E l d e r s  wh o  h o l d  t h e  m e m o r i es ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  

c u l t u r e  a n d  h o p e s  o f  i n d i g en o u s  A u s t r a l i a .  Sh e  t h e n  t o l d  h o w,  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  

B r i g i d i n e  c on v e n t  i n  V i c t o r i a  i n  1 9 49 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  1 7 t h  b i r t h d a y ,  s h e  t r a i n e d  as  

a  t e a c h e r ,  t a u g h t  i n  va r i o u s  p l a c e s ,  a n d  d i d  f i e l d  wo r k  i n  t he  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  a s  

p a r t  o f  a  Ma s t e r  o f  E du c a t i o n .  S he  l a t e r  m e t  H y l l u s  M a r i s ,  a  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  wo m a n ,  

a n d ,  t h r o u g h  h e r ,  b e g a n  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e ’ s  l i v e s  i n  V i c t o r i a .   

T h e  c a t a l ys t  f o r  B r i g i da ’ s  l on g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  K i m be r l e y  wa s  h e r  e n r o l m e n t ,  

o n  t o p  o f  h e r  t e a c h i n g ,  i n  a  B ac h e l o r  o f  T h e o l o gy  a t  C a t h o l i c  C o l l eg e  C l a y t o n .  S h e  

c o u l d  n o t  ge t  t o  l ec t u r e s  s o  i n  1 98 0  s he  wro t e  a  1 0 , 0 0 0  wo r d  e s s a y ,  ‘ T h e  P i o n ee r  

p r i e s t  o f  t h e  K i m b e r l e y ,  F r  D u n c an  M c N a b ’ .  W h i l e  n o t  q u i t e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  F r  M cN ab ’ s  

f o o t s t e p s ,  B r i g i da  s e n t  h e r  e s s a y  t o  B i s ho p  J obs t  i n  B r o o me  a n d  o f f e r ed  t o  s e r v e  i n  

t h e  K i m b e r l e y .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s h e  t e a c h  G r a d e  6 .  I n  d u e  c o u r s e  sh e  a r r i v e d  i n  

D e r b y  a n d  f o u n d  an  Abo r i g i n a l  wo r l d  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e  e xp e r i e n ce d  th r o u g h  H y l l u s  

M a r i s .  T h e  L e p r o s a r i u m wa s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  t o wn ,  a n d  a  l o t  o f  A b o r i g i ne s  

l i v ed  a t  M o wa n j u m  M i s s i o n  o n  D e rb y ’ s  o u t s k i r t s .  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 1 ,  B r i g i d a  wa s  g i v e n  a  o n e  w a y  t i c k e t  t o  f l y  b a c k  t o  V i c t o r i a .  H e r  

l u g g ag e  we n t  t o  t h e  wh a r f  o f f i c e  t o  g o  b y  s e a  b u t  i t  g o t  n o  f u r t h e r  b e ca u s e  t h e  b oa t  

wa s  s t u c k  i n  t h e  m u d  f o r  we e k s .  S h e  we n t  t o  B r o o m e  t o  s a y  g o o d b ye  t o  t h e  B i s h op  

a n d ,  a f t e r  he  s u g ge s t e d  s h e  s t a y  a n d  wr i t e  th e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  t he  K i m b e r l e y ,  

h e  f l e w  h e r  t o  B e a g l e  Ba y  b e f o r e  h e  d e p a r t e d  o n  a  t h r e e  m o n t h  v i s i t  t o  G e r m a n y .  I n  

t h r e e  m o n t hs  a t  L o m bad i n a  M i s s i on ,  n o r t h  o f  B e a g l e  B ay ,  I n g e  D an a h e r  ( a  La y  

M i s s i o n a r y )  h e l p ed  t o  t r a n s l a t e  G e o r g e  W a l t e r ’ s  b oo k ,  A u s t r a l i a  L a n d  Pe o p l e  

M i s s i o n .  Wh i l e  t h e r e ,  B r i g i d a  wa s  p r i v i l eg e d  t o  b e  p r es en t  w i t h  t h e  wo m e n  f o r  

d a n c i n g  an d  c e r e m o n y  i n  p r e p a r a t i on  f o r  t h e  b oys ’  i n i t i a t i on .  T h e  b o ys  wo r e  p e a r l  

s h e l l s  o v e r  t h e  p u b i c  a r ea  j u s t  l i ke  t h o s e  s h o wn  i n  F r  W a l t e r ’ s  b o o k .  

B a c k  i n  B r oo m e ,  t h e  B i s h o p  c h ec ke d  t h e  t r a n s l a t i on ,  f o l l o w i n g  i t  i n  t h e  G e r m a n  

wh i l e  B r i g i da  r e a d  t h e  E n g l i s h  v e rs i o n .  H e  t he n  t o o k  i t  t o  G e r m a n y  a n d  h a d  5 00 0  

c o p i es  p r i n te d .  H e  b r o ug h t  b a c k  F re n c h  d o c u me n t s  f r o m  t h e  T ra p p i s t  Ab b e y  o f  S e p t  

F o n s  i n  F r an c e .  A f t e r  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e s e ,  B r i g i d a  f e l t  s h e  h a d  m e t  t h e  T ra p p i s t s  

p e r s o n a l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  F r  A l p h on s e  T a c h on  wh o  wa s  b u r i e d  i n  I s r a e l .  She  v i s i t e d  t h e  

m o n a s t e r y  t h e r e  i n  1 9 97  b u t ,  b e i n g  a  wo m a n ,  s h e  wa s  n o t  a l l o we d  t o  v i s i t  h i s  g r ave .  



I n  P e r t h ,  a t  t h e  B i s h op ’ s  r e q u e s t ,  B r i g i d a  wa s  g i v e n  ac c e s s  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

A r c h d i o c e s e  a r c h i v e s  t ha t  h a d  b e e n  o f f i c i a l l y  c l o s e d .  T wo  M e r c y  S i s t e r s ,  M a r g a r e t  

M a r y  a n d  R a p ha e l  he l p e d  he r .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  p r i v a c y  l a ws ,  s o m e  

g o v e r n m e n t  a r c h i v es  we r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  b u t ,  wh e n  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  B r o o m e  C h u r ch  

a r c h i v es ,  B r i g i da  f o u n d  t h a t  B i s h o p  O t t o  R a i b l e  h a d  u s e d  c a r b o n  p a p e r  t o  t yp e  h i s  

r e p l i e s  t o  o f f i c i a l  c o r r e sp o n d e n ce  on  t h e  b a ck  o f  D e p a r t m en t a l  l e t t e r s .  T h e se  we r e  

i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  “ n a t i v e ”  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .   

W h i l e  wo r k i n g  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  B r i g i d a  s t a ye d  w i t h  t h e  I n f a n t  J e s u s  

S i s t e r s  a nd  t h e n  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  J oh n  o f  G o d  a t  B e a g l e  Ba y  M i s s i o n .  T h e  B i s h op  

wo u l d  f l y  u p  w i t h  f i l e s  o r  s h e  wo u l d  wo r k  t h r o u g h  h i s  a r c h i v e s  i n  B r o o m e .  S he  

b e g a n  t o  i n t e r v i e w  s o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  Be a g l e  B a y ,  L o m b a d i n a  a n d  t h e  E a s t  

K i m b e r l e y .  S h e  a d d ed  t h e i r  1 4  s t o r i e s  t o  a n o t h e r  3 4  s h e  h a d  t r a n s c r i be d  f r o m  t a p e  

r e c o r d i n gs  th a t  F r  F r a nc i s  ha d  ga t h e r e d  f r o m  l o c a l  p eo p l e  f o r  M a r y  D u r a c k ’ s  b o ok  

T h e  R oc k  an d  t h e  S a n d  ( 1 9 6 9 ) .  T he  s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  

we n t  i n t o  p r i n t  a s  T h i s  i s  y o u r  P l a ce :  B e a g l e  Ba y  M i s s i o n  1 8 9 0  –  1 9 90 ,  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  1 9 9 0  Be a g l e  Ba y  c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  T h e  b oo k  wa s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  

M i s s i o n  an d  M a g a b a l a  B o o k s  ( a n d  r e p u b l i s hed  b y  S p e c t r u m  P r e s s  w i t h  a d d i t i o na l  

p h o t o s ) .  

A t  t h e  b e g i nn i n g  o f  1 9 91 ,  B r i g i d a  sp e n t  t h re e  m o n t h s  wr i t i n g  a  C h u r ch  h i s t o r y  u s i n g  

h e r  r e s e a r c h .  S h e  t r a v e l l e d  t o  B r o om e  b y  b u s  a n d  p r e s e n t ed  i t  t o  t h e  B i s h o p  b u t  h e  

wa s  n o t  i n te r e s t e d .  S he  l e f t  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  w i t h  h i m  an d  we n t  t o  B i d ya d a n g a  

A b o r i g i n a l  C o m m u n i t y ,  s o u t h  o f  B r o o m e .  T wo  A u s t r a l i an  p r i e s t s  we r e  t h e r e .  F r  

K e v i n  M c K e l s o n  h a d  b ee n  t h e r e  f o r  3 0  ye a r s  a n d  s p o k e  t he  l a n g u ag e s .  F r  M a t t h e w  

D i gg e s  ha d  j u s t  b e en  o r d a i n ed .  B r i g i da  b e c ame  f r i e n d s  w i t h  M a r i a ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  

D o d o ,  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  M a r i a  wo r k e d  i n  t h e  sc ho o l  t e ac h i n g  l a ng u a g e  

a n d  c u l t u r e  t o  t h e  c h i l d re n .  T h e r e  w e r e  t wo  S i s t e r s  o f  S t  J oh n  o f  G o d .  V e r o n i c a  r an  

a n  A r t  a n d  C r a f t s  G r o u p .  S t e l l a  k ep t  h o u s e .  B r i g i da  s t a ye d  w i t h  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  d i d  

s o m e  c oo k i n g ,  s o m e  r e s e a r c h ,  and  we n t  f i s h i n g  w i t h  Pau l i ne  D e eg an ,  t h e  l o c a l  

n u r s e .  S he  l e f t  i n  O c t o be r  a n d  l a t e r  we n t  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  wh e r e  s h e  wa s  

e m p l o ye d  a t  N u n g a l i n ya  C o l l e g e  D a r w i n  t o  wo r k  o n  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  T heo l o g y  a n d  a n  

A s s o c i a t e  D i p l o ma  o f  T he o l o g y  f o r  T A F E  C o u r s es .   

I n  1 9 9 3 –1 99 6 ,  B a ch e l o r  C o l l eg e  (NT )  e m p l o ye d  B r i g i d a  a s  a  l e c t u re r  i n  t e a c he r  

e d u c a t i on  i n  M a n i n g r i d a  A b o r i g i n a l  C o m m u n i t y  i n  A r n h e m  La n d .  D u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  

B i s ho p  J o b s t  m a d e  h e r  r e s e a r c h  a v a i l a b l e  t o  M ar g a r e t  Z u c ke r  wh o  w r o t e  h i s  C h u r ch  

h i s t o r y ,  F r o m  P a t r o n s  to  P a r t n e r s :  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r ch  i n  t h e  K i mb e r l e y  

1 8 8 4 - 1 9 84 .  A n  op p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  C h i n a  i n  1 9 9 5  f o r  t h e  W o m en ’ s  C o n f e r enc e  

b r o u g h t  a b ou t  a  c h a n c e  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  S a d i e  C a r r i ng t o n ,  a n  A b o r i g i na l  a r t i s t  f r o m  

t h e  E a s t  K im b e r l e y ,  a t  a  B e i j i n g  r e s t a u r a n t .  B r i g i d a  h a d  b e e n  r e a d i n g  t h e  o r a l  



s o u r c e s  f r o m  T h i s  i s  y ou r  P l a c e ,  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  P h D  o n  wh i c h  s h e  wa s  wo r k i n g  p a r t  

t i m e ,  a n d  sh e  s ho we d  S a d i e  a  p i c t u r e  s h e  h a d  f o u n d  i n  t he  B r o o me  a r c h i v e s  w i t h  

t h e  c a p t i o n  “ G i r l s  f r o m  B e a g l e  B a y” .  I n  h e r  m i n d  s h e  h a d  p l a c e d  i t  a s  a b o u t  1 9 2 4 .  

S h e  as k e d  S a d i e  i f  sh e  k n e w t h e  c h i l d re n ,  a n d  S a d i e  s a i d ,  “ T h e s e  a r e  m y  r e l a t i v e s .  

B a r n e y ,  H e c to r ,  M a r t i n ,  B e t t y ,  W i n n i e  a n d  J u l i a . ”   

B a c k  a t  M an i n g r i d a ,  B r i g i da  f i n i s he d  h e r  t h e s i s ,  ‘ E n c ou n te r  b e t we e n  C a t h o l i c i sm  

a n d  Ab o r i g i n a l  pe o p l e s  i n  t h e  K i mb e r l e y  R e g i o n  o f  W es t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  W i t h  Sp e c i a l  

E m p h a s i s  On  T h e  E xp e r i e n c es  O f  W o m e n  O n  Bo t h  S i de s  O f  T he  E nc o un t e r  1 8 8 4  –  

1 9 9 0 ’ .  T he n ,  h a v i n g  p re s e n t e d  i t  f o r  e xa m i n a t i o n  w i t h  L a t r o b e  U n i v e rs i t y ,  s h e  l e f t  

f o r  I s r a e l  i n  1 9 9 7  t o  wo r k  a t  K y r i a t  Ye a r i m  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  n i n e  m on th s .  O n  t h e  

wa y  b a c k ,  a f t e r  a  m o n t h ’ s  h o l i d a y  i n  E ng l an d  a n d  I r e l a n d ,  s h e  s p e n t  t h r e e  d a ys  i n  

R o m e  t o  v i s i t  P r o p a g a nd a  F i d e  A r ch i v e s ,  wh i c h  h a d  s u p p l i e d  l e t t e r s  f o r  t h e  M c N a b  

b o o k .   

I n  1 9 9 9 ,  B i s h o p  J o b s t  r a n g  B r i g i da  i n  K ya b ra m  t o  a s k  i f  s h e  wo u l d  wr i t e  F r  J o h n  

L u e m m e n ’ s  m e m o i r s .  She  we n t  t o  P e r t h  a n d  t o ge t h e r  t h e y  w r o t e  L e d  by  t h e  S p i r i t :  A  

M i g r a n t  P r i e s t  T e l l s  H i s  S t o r y .  W h i l e  s he  wa s  wo r k i n g  w i t h  F r  J o h n ,  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  

c a m e  f r o m  F rs  M i c ha e l  M c M a h o n  a nd  R a y  H e v e r n  t o  wr i t e  t h e  M i ss i o n  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

P a l l o t t i n e s  f o r  t h e i r  c en t e n a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  T o g e t h e r  t h ey  p r o d u c e d  N o t h i n g  i s  

wa s t e d  i n  t h e  K i n gd o m  o f  G o d . W h e n  B r i g i d a  v i s i t e d  B r o o me  t o  h a v e  a n o t h e r  l o o k  a t  

t h e  a r c h i v e s  t h e r e ,  B i s ho p  C h r i s  S au n d e r s  a s k ed  “ W h y  d o n ’ t  yo u  w r i t e  a b o u t  M c N ab  

a n d  E mo ? ”  S o  wh e n  s he  r e t u r n e d  to  V i c t o r i a  sh e  b e g an  w o r k  o n  t h o se  t wo  p r o j e c t s .  

O u t  o f  t h a t  i n v i t a t i o n  c a m e  T h e  W r i t i n g  o n  t h e  W a l l  –  F a t he r  D u n c a n  Mc N a b  1 8 2 0–

1 8 9 6  ( B r i g i d i n e  S i s t e r s ,  E c h u ca ,  2 0 0 4 )  an d  t h e  t wo - v o l u m e  s e t  E m o  a nd  Sa n  

S a l va d o r  ( B r i g i d i n e  S i s t e r s ,  E c h u ca ,  2 0 0 5 ) .  I n  E m o ,  B ook  1  c o v e r s  B r o o m e  a nd  

B e a g l e  B a y  wh i l e  B o o k  2  c o v e r s  C yg n e t  B a y ,  D r ys d a l e  R i ve r  a n d  L o m b ad i n a .  

A f t e r  t e l l i ng  o f  h e r  K i m b e r l e y  r e s e a r c h  a nd  wr i t i n g ,  B r i g i da  r e l a te d  n u m e r o us  

a n e c d o t e s  a b o u t  t h e  pe o p l e  i n vo l v e d  i n  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  be t we e n  C a t h o l i c i s m  a nd  

A b o r i g i n a l  pe o p l es  t h e re .  A m o n g  t h o s e  m en t i on e d  i n  t h e  B e a g l e  B a y  s t o r i e s  we r e  

B i s ho p  M a t t h e w G i b n e y  –  k n o wn  a s  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  B e a g l e  B a y  M i s s i o n  –  a n d  a n  

A b o r i g i n a l  m a n  n a m e d  F e l i x .  F r  F r a n c i s  h e a r d  a b o u t  h i m  f r o m  F e l i x ’ s  n e p h e w R em i .  

F r  A l p ho n s e  T a ch o n  b ap t i z e d  F e l i x  i n  1 8 9 7  b u t ,  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  h a d  

wr i t t e n  h o m e  t o  F r a n c e :  

Our hunter Felix, the master sorcerer of the country, at last goes to regulate his situation, he 

wishes absolutely to be a Christian but he has a broken heart, for he must send away one of his 

wives. For a long time, Felix struggled against grace because of this obstacle; it now appears that 

grace is going to triumph at last. Things are even a little more definitely arranged. Felix is going to 

give the youngest of his wives to his brother, one of our best sailors. 



F e l i x  h a d  t o l d  t h e  D j ab be r  D j a bb e r  p e o p l e  " C ome  a n d  s e e ! "  H e  t a u g h t  F r  A l p h o ns e  

t h e  l a n gu a ge  a n d  ga v e  h i m  s ym b o l s  t o  t r a n s l a t e  C h r i s t i an  s p i r i t u a l  c o n c e p t s  i n t o  

N yu l  N yu l .  R e m i  t o l d  F r  F r a n c i s :  

We learn in French and we were glad to be in school and make friends. . .  

After school was over I worked with the stock. One day my father came and I knew that he wanted 

me for Malulu. Everybody told me, "You follow our Law. Proper we finish you Malulu, you can go 

back to the Mission. You must be man like first man and you will follow our law."  My father told 

Father Alphonse nothing. I came back by myself and when Father Alphonse asked me where I 

had been, I said, "I was Wanju." Father Alphonse preached in the Church "Stop that Malulu!" He 

talked outside to the men to stop. They said, "He can't do that because that is our Law, we old 

fellows we keep to our Law, we got to stick to that Law till we're dead, but all them boys can follow 

Christian."  

It was before I was baptized. Fr Alphonse tell my Father, "Don't do that again! You're a head man 

on the Mission, you tell the others." My father said, "I can't.”That the last boy I've got."  

M o r e  a n e c do t e s  f o l l o we d ,  w i t h  m e n t i o n  o f  E l i za b e t h  F i de l i s  V i c t o r  ( Fe l i x ’ s  n i e c e )  

a n d  M a g d a l e n  W i l l i a m s  ( h i s  g r a nd d a u g h t e r ) .  B r i g i d a  t he n  s p o k e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

P a l l o t t i n e  M i s s i o n a r i es  i n  B e a g l e  B a y  i n  1 9 0 1  –  F r s  W h i t e  a n d  W a l t e r ,  B r o s  

K a s p a r ek  a n d  S i x t .  N i n e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t  J o h n  o f  G o d  a r r i v e d  i n  1 9 07 ,  w i t h  B i s h o p  

G i b n e y  h a v i n g  a p p o i n t ed  M o t h e r  A n t o n i o  O ’ B r i en  S u p e r i o r es s  o f  t h e  B ra n c h  H o u s e  

o f  t h e  O r d e r  a t  t h e  m i s s i o n .  Ag a i n ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  f r o m  T h i s  i s  y o u r  P l a c e  p r o v i d ed  

g l i m ps e s  o f  l i f e  a t  t h e  m i s s i on  i n  t h a t  e r a .  S n i pp e t s  g l e a n e d  f r o m  a r c h i v a l  f i l e s  

a d d e d  m o r e .  T h e  a ud i enc e  h e a r d  o f  c h i l d r e n  b e in g  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  o f  

F r  B i s c ho f s  b e i n g  i n t e rn e d  i n  A r m i d a l e  ( N S W)  f o r  t h e  du r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  

W a r .  F r  B a c h m a i r  r e p l a c e d  F r  B i sc h o f s  a n d  o r g a n i ze d  m i s s i o n  wo r k e r s  t o  b u i l d  

S a c r e d  H e a r t  C h u r c h  w i t h  m u d  b r i ck s .  T he r e  w e r e  a l s o  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  emp l o ym e n t ,  

l a n d ,  l o s s  o f  l a n g u a ge ,  t h e  i m p a c ts  o f  l e p r o sy  a n d  b e i n g  “ h a l f - c a s t e ” ,  a n d  a b o u t  

p l a c es  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  S un d a y  I s l a n d ,  L o m b a d i na  m i s s i o n ,  D e r b y  a n d  B a l go .  I t  w a s  

c l e a r  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  K i m b e r l e y  g re w u p  a t  B e a g l e  B a y ,  

r e c e i v i n g  e du c a t i o n  a nd  t r a i n i n g  t h e re .   

B r i g i d a  t o l d  o f  t h e  d i sp l a c e me n t  o f  A b o r i g i ne s  c r e a t i n g  t h e  n e e d  fo r  A b o r i g i na l  

M i s s i o n s .  I n  1 9 0 8 ,  f o r  e xa m p l e ,  Ab b o t  T o r r e s  a n d  h i s  S pa n i s h  B en ed i c t i ne s  f r om  

N e w N o r c i a  f o u n d e d  a  m i s s i o n  a t  D r ys d a l e  R i ve r .  B u t  i t  wa s  t h e  B e a g l e  B ay  

m i s s i o n a r i es  o n  wh o m  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o c u se d .  R o m e  se n t  I t a l i a n  S a l es i an s  t o  

r e p l a c e  F r  C r e a g h  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  B i s h op  C o p p o ,  wh o  h a d  wo r k e d  i n  A m e r i c a ,  

r e s i g n ed  i n  1 9 2 7  a n d  t he  S a l es i an s  m o v e d  t o  V i c t o r i a .  G e r m a n  m i s s i on a r i e s  we r e  

a l l o we d  b a ck  a f t e r  1 9 2 5 .  F o u r  p r i es t s  a n d  se v e n  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  s e n t .  F r  D r o s t e ,  wh o  

o r g a n i ze d  t he  d e co r a t i n g  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  w i t h  p e a r l  s he l l s ,  we n t  h o m e  f o r  a  h o l i da y  i n  

G e r m a n y  a n d  d i e d  t h e r e .   



I n  t h e  1 9 30 s ,  F r  E r ne s t  W o r m s ,  a  l i ng u i s t  a n d  a n t h ro p o l og i s t ,  r e c o r d e d  s on g s  

c h a n t e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  c a m p  b e f o re  t h e y  we n t  f i s h i n g .  Abo r i g i n a l  a p p r e c i a t i on  o f  

t h e  u n i q u e ne s s  a nd  d i ve r s i t y  a m o n g  a n i m a l s  an d  p l a n t s  i nd i c a t e d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

a u t o n o m y o f  s p e c i e s ,  t ha t  e a c h  h a s  i t s  o wn  “L a w” .  H e  wro t e :  ‘ I t  wa s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  A b o r i g i ne s  t o  k n o w b r o l g a  cu l t u re  i n  d e t a i l ;  i t  wa s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  k n o w t h a t  b r o l g as  

h a d  t h e i r  o w n  c u l t u r e . ’  L i v e s  o f  A b o r i g i na l  p eo p l e  we r e  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  we r e  t h e  

s o i l s ,  wa t e r  s ys t e m s  a n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s .  

T a r d u n  F a rm  n e a r  G e r a l d t o n  b ec am e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  f o r  B e a g l e  B a y  a n d  t h e  

K i m b e r l e y  C h u r c h .  F r a nc i s  B y r n e  t r a c e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h a r d  wo r k  t h e r e  i n  t h e  b o o k  A  

H a r d  R o ad :  B r o t h e r  F r an k  N i s s l ,  1 88 8 - 1 9 8 0 .  B ro  H e n r y  K r a l l m a n ,  t h e  o th e r  b r o t h e r s  

a n d  A bo r i g i n e s  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  p r od u c e d  wh e a t  f o r  m i s s i on  b r e a d .  B ro t h e r  J o s e ph  

S c h u en g e l ,  wh o  h a d  c om e  t o  Au s t r a l i a  i n  1 93 0 ,  wa s  a s k e d  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  T a r d u n  i n  

1 9 4 0 ,  d u r i ng  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  h e  b e c a u s e  h e  wa s  n a t u r a l i z e d .  H e  t o l d  B r i g i d a :   

There were Aborigines from Beagle Bay, Jim Roe, Dick Smith, and Dora Smith. I worked on the 

farm. We had a tin shed. It was hot in summer and cold in winter. In Tardun ploughing, sowing 

and harvesting were the chief jobs. We had a team of horses and Bro F Nissl and I looked after 

the team. Only one of us went out into the paddock with the horses. It was Wartime. Dr Mannix 

was our greatest protector. There were only brothers helping there at that time. The next 5 years I 

worked in the kitchen. It was a nice house then. The parish priest and architect of the Church at 

Mullewa, Fr John Hawes, made the plan for the first Monastery at Tardun.” 

I n  t h e  K i m be r l e y ,  B i s h o p  R a i b l e  l oo k e d  f o r  o pp o r t u n i t i e s  to  e xp a n d  t h e  P a l l o t t i n e  

m i s s i o n a r y  e n t e r p r i s e  ea s t wa r d  wh e r e  t h e  g o ve r n m e n t  o pe r a t e d  M o o l a  B u l l a  a s  a n  

A b o r i g i n a l  c a t t l e  s t a t i o n  a n d  V i o l e t  V a l l e y  a s  a  f e e d i n g  d e p o t .  H e  pu r c h a se d  

R o c k ho l e  S t a t i o n  n e a r  H a l l s  C r e e k  t o  f o u n d  a  m i s s i o n  a n d  b ro u g h t  t wo  d o c t o r s  f r o m  

G e r m a n y  t o  s t a f f  a  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e .  Bu t  M r  N ev i l l e ,  t h e  C h i e f  P r o te c t o r  o f  A b o r i g i n e s  

i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  o p p o s e d  t h e  B i s ho p ’ s  m o v e s .  M a r y  D u r a c k  p o i n t ed  o u t :  

Mr Neville clearly regarded this encouragement of his least favoured missionary body into the 

heart of the Kimberley as a further shock to his plans for greater control of the situation. He was “a 

thorn in the side of all missionaries except a few of the more amenable.” Mission plans for 

expansion of influence also represented what Neville saw as a threat to the proper working out of 

the assimilation policy that had been given formal sanction in 1936 when a Department of Native 

Affairs was established with more power for control. 

A l t h o ug h  m i s s i o na r i e s  ge n e r a l l y  k e p t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r a me t e r s  s e t  b y  

t h e  g o v e r n me n t ,  a t  B e a g l e  Ba y  t h e r e  wa s  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l eme n t  o f  m a r r i e d  c o up l e s  

s e c u r e  en o ug h  t o  h av e  l a r g e  f a m i l i es ,  wh i c h  d i d  n o t  h a ve  t o  b e  as s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t he  

w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w h i c h  t r i e d  t o  h a v e  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  i n d e pe n d e nc e .  T h e  i dea l  



o f  t h e  P a l l o t t i n e s  wa s  n o t  a s s i m i l a t i o n  b u t  s ep a r a t e  d e v e l op m e n t  a n d  i n d e p e nd e n ce  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t i o ns  wh i c h  t h e y  e n d e a v ou r e d  t o  m ak e  s e l f  su pp o r t i n g .  B u t  

R o c k ho l e  wa s  t o o  n e a r  M o o l a  Bu l l a  f o r  N e v i l l e .  T h e y  h a d  t o  m o v e  o n .   

B a l go  H i l l s ,  2 9 0  k m  s ou t h  o f  H a l l s  C r e e k ,  w a s  t h e  s e co n d  p l a c e  wh e r e  B i s ho p  

R a i b l e  wo u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  m i s s i o n .  T h e  m o v e  o cc u r r e d  i n  S ep t e m b e r  1 9 39 ,  c o i n c i d i ng  

w i t h  E n g l a nd  d e c l a r i ng  wa r  o n  G e r m a n y .  T h r e e  G e r m a n s ,  B r o  S t e ph e n  C o n t e m p r ée ,  

B r o  F r a n k  N i ss l  a n d  F r  A l p h o ns e  B l e i s c h w i t z  s e t  o f f  i n t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d e s e r t  t o  

f o u n d  t h e  m i s s i o n  a t  B a l g o  H i l l s .   

T h e  wa r  l ed  t o  p r o b l em s  f o r  o t h e r  G e r m a n  m e n  wh o  r e m a i n e d  i n  B r o o m e .  Fou r  

m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  G o l d e n  J u b i l e e  C e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  B e a g l e  Ba y  M i s s i o n ,  2 1  O c t o b e r  

1 9 4 0 ,  F r  G e o r g e  V i l l  a n d  B r o  J os e p h  S ch u en g e l  we r e  a r r e s t e d  a nd  g a o l ed  i n  

B r o o m e .  T he  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  p o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  f i v e  p r i e s t s  a n d  s e v e n  b ro t h e r s  a t  t h e  

m i s s i o n .  T he y  we r e  t a k e n  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  B r o om e  g a o l  wh e r e  t h e y  we r e  l o c ke d  i n ,  

t h r e e  t o  a  ce l l ,  w i t h  n o  f u r n i t u r e .  B i s ho p  R a i b l e  wro t e  t o  M i l i t a r y  H e ad q u a r t e r s  i n  

P e r t h ,  t o  t h e  K i m be r l e y  p o l i t i c i a n  C ov e r l ey  a n d  t o  M e l b o u r ne  a n d  P e r th  

A r c h b i s h o p s .  I n  M e l b o u r n e ,  M a n n i x  b r o u g h t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r  wh o  n e g o t i a t ed  p a r o l e  f o r  t h e  m i s s i on a r i e s .  F r s  H e r o l d ,  H o rn u n g  a n d  V i l l  

a n d  B r os  Be l d e r m a n  an d  M u e l l e r  we n t  t o  M e l b o u r n e .  T he  o t h e r s  we r e  p a r o l e d  to  

B e a g l e  B a y .   

F r  A l p h o n se  B l e i s c h w i t z  wo r k e d  a t  B a l go  H i l l s  f o r  n i n e t e e n  ye a r s .  A b o r i g i ne s  a l s o  

j o i ne d  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  t e a m s .  B a r b a r a  C o x  we n t  a s  a  N o v i c e  N a t i v e  S i s t e r  a b ou t  

1 9 4 7 .  Sh e  ha d  t h e  s u p po r t i n g  p r es en c e  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  A mb r o s e ,  h e r  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  

N a n c y ,  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  B o r n  i n  B ea g l e  B a y ,  A mb r o s e  C o x  wa s  a  s o n  o f  D a v i d  C o x  

f r o m  N o o n ka n b a h  S t a t i o n  a n d  L e n a  M a n a d o  f r o m  D i s a s t e r  B a y .  H e  t o l d  h i s  s t o r y :   

One of my grandfathers was Willie Manado, a Filipino who died during the Second World War. 

The other was Billy Cox, a Scotchman who died in Louisa Downs and left the station to his Sister. 

I was 9 years on the Balgo Mission.I went with Bishop Raible to look over the place. I started my 

work in Rockhole with Fr John Herold. There was trouble with Welfare, too close to Moola Bulla. 

We shifted. I was on my own with Fr Alphonse. I came back and married Nancy O’Grady who was 

brought up in Lombadina Mission, and went back for a couple of years.I worked for myself in 

Broome, at the meatworks, at the powerhouse with Bernard Stracke, with the Shire. 

M a g d a l e n  Wi l l i a ms  wo r k e d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  a t  b o t h  B a l go  a n d  L a  G r a n g e  M i s s i o n s :  

My husband, Lawrence Williams and myself, Magdalen and my five children, Johanna, Albert, 

Cecilia, Philomena and David went to Balgo for six months with Fr Alphonse and two St John of 

God nuns, Sr Angela and Sr Winifride. We came back, then years later we went to La Grange. 



L a  G r a n g e ,  l i k e  V i o l e t  V a l l e y ,  h a d  l o ng  b ee n  a  g o v e rn m en t  f e e d i ng  d e p o t  f o r  t he  

l o c a l  A bo r i g i n a l  p e o p l e .  B i s ho p  R a i b l e  h ad  b e en  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  f o r  s om e  t i m e  a nd  

i n  1 9 5 3  he  wro te  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o  r e a f f i r m  t h a t  i n t e r e s t .  A r o u n d  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  

r e s e r v e  o f  4 5 0  a c r e s  o n  T ha n g o o  ca t t l e  s t a t i o n  h a d  8 5  A b o r i g i ne s ,  2 8  o f  wh o m  we r e  

c h i l d r e n .  I n  1 9 5 5  t h e  L a  G r a n g e  l a nd  wa s  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  m i s s i on e rs .  

O n e  o f  B r i g i d a ’ s  i m a g es  s h o we d  F r  F r a n c i s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t he  wo r k e r s  a t  L a  G r a n g e  

M i s s i o n  i n  19 5 7 .  H e  ha d  c o m e  f r o m  C o l o g n e ,  Ge r m a n y  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  an d  r e t i r e d  t o  

R o s s m o yn e  i n  1 99 1 .  H e  b a p t i s ed  ma n y  o f  t h o s e  wh o s e  n am e s  a r e  i n  th e  B ap t i s m a l  

R e g i s t e r s  o f  t h e  K i m b e r l e y .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  B a p t i s m a l  R e g i s t r y  a t  B e a g l e  B a y  t o o k  

o n  n e w s i g n i f i c a n ce  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s  w h e n  m i s s i o n  p e o p l e  n e ed e d  t o  p r o v e  t h e y  we r e  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  o l d  a g e  p e n s i o n  o r  we l f a r e  b e n e f i t s  o r  g e t  a  p a s s p o r t  t o  g o  

o v e r s e a s .  

I n  1 9 5 9  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  P a l l o t t i n e  B ro t h e r s  t o  w o r k  a t  B e a g l e  B a y  a n d  B a l g o  f o r c e d  

B i s h o p  R a i b l e  t o  a s k  F r  G e o rg e  V i l l ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  S u p e r i o r ,  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  s u i t a b l e  

l a y  m i s s i o na r i e s  wh o  wo u l d  c o m e  t o  t h e  K i m b e r l e y  m i s s i o n s  f o r  a  ye a r .  A  f e w  

A b o r i g i n a l  vo l u n t e e r s  l i k e  E l i za b e th  D an n  we r e  a l r e ad y  w o r k i n g  i n  t he  a r e a .  T he  

f i r s t  l a y  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  1 9 5 9  we r e  J o y  T ra n t o r ,  K a t h y  C u r t a i n ,  a n d  C a r m e l  

H o d gk i n so n .  

T h e  e r a  d i sc u s s e d  i n  B r i g i da ’ s  t a l k  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d  w i t h  B i s h o p  R a i b l e ’ s  r e s i g n a t i o n  

f r o m  t h e  E p i s c op a t e  be i n g  ac c e p te d  b y  R o m e  i n  19 5 9 .  B i s ho p  J ob s t  wa s  t h e n  

a p p o i n t e d .  W i t h  B r i g i d a  h a v i n g  s hown  n u m e ro u s  i m a ge s  a nd  t o l d  m an y  a n e c d o t es ,  

t h e  a u d i e n ce  r e c e i v e d  g r e a t  i n s i gh t  i n t o  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  b e t we e n  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l es  

a n d  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  t h e  K i m b e r l e y .  T h e y  a l s o  l ea r n e d  q u i t e  a  b i t  a bo u t  t h e  h a r d  wo r k  

a n d  p r i v a t i on  r e q u i r e d  o f  e v e r yo n e  wh o ,  f o r  wh a t e v e r  r e a s o n ,  s p e n t  t i m e  l i v i n g  a nd  

wo r k i n g  a t  B e a g l e  B a y  a n d  t h e  o th e r  m i s s i o ns .  T h e  u su a l  r o u n d  o f  qu e s t i o n s  a nd  

s u p p e r  f o l l owe d  t h e  t a l k ,  wh i c h  wa s  we l l  r e c e i v ed  a n d  we l l  a t t e n d e d .  

C a t h i e  C l e me n t  ( d r a wi n g  o n  S i s t e r  B r i g i da ’s  n o t e s )   

 


